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don’t see these pictures of what has hap-
pened in Iraq in the past—but just one sta-
tistic: Over the past 5 years, 400,000 Iraqi 
children under the age of 5 died of malnutri-
tion and disease, preventively, but died be-
cause of the nature of the regime under 
which they are living. Now, that is why we’re 
acting.

And yes, there are divisions in the inter-
national community. There are many people 
on our side; there are those that oppose us. 
But that is for us, I’m afraid——

Q. ——why do they——
Prime Minister Blair. Well, I’m afraid, 

Adam, that is a question to ask to other peo-
ple as well as to us. All I can tell you is why 
we are acting and why we believe our cause 
to be just. And yes, at the end of this whole 
process, we need to go back over it and ask 
why this has happened. But I simply say to 
you that if the world walks away from the 
security threat facing us and if we back down 
and take no action against Saddam, think of 
the signal that would have sent right across 
the world to every brutal dictator, to every 
terrorist group.

Now, we believe that we had to act. Others 
have disagreed. As I say, at some point, we 
will have to come back, and we’ll have to 
discuss how the disagreement arose. But I 
have no doubt that we’re doing the right 
thing. I have no doubt that our cause is just, 
and I have no doubt that were we to walk 
away from this conflict at this time, we would 
be doing a huge disservice to future genera-
tions.

President Bush. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
11 a.m. in the hangar. In his remarks, he referred 
to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq and Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan of the United Nations.

Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on 
Legislation on the Amber Alert 
System 
March 27, 2003

As we take steps abroad to make the world 
a safer place for all, there are important steps 
we can take at home to make America a safer 
place for children. 

I commend the House for acting today on 
legislation that will help expand, enhance, 
and coordinate the successful Amber Alert 
system across our Nation. I look forward to 
legislation reaching my desk as quickly as 
possible so that I may sign it into law. 

The prevention and investigation of child 
abductions will always be a top priority in 
my administration. That is why my adminis-
tration began taking steps last year to expand 
and improve the Amber Alert system, includ-
ing allocating existing Federal resources to 
this effort and appointing a Federal coordi-
nator within the Department of Justice. 

Protecting our children is a shared priority 
for the American people and Federal, State, 
and local authorities. We must use every re-
source possible to find and safely return 
missing children to their families and their 
homes, just as we will continue to use every 
tool within the law to vigorously prosecute 
and severely punish those who would do our 
children harm.

Remarks to National Veterans’ 
Organizations 
March 28, 2003

Good afternoon. Thanks for coming, and 
welcome to the people’s house. It is my 
honor to welcome distinguished veterans to 
the White House. I’m especially pleased to 
have met with leaders from the veterans’ or-
ganizations at this crucial time for our coun-
try. 

The men and women who have worn the 
Nation’s uniform set an example of service 
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